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 St Mark's Anglican Church 

South Hurstville 

ADVENT QUINTESSENTIAL 29 NOVEMBER 2009  

 

 

Introit by Choir 

Processional Hymn 276:  There’s a light upon the Mountain 

Welcome 

Explanation & instructions for forming the human Advent Wreath 

Liturgy and lighting the first candle (Connections) 

Hymn Christ be our Light – 3 verses (1,2,5) sung responsorial style  

Prayer of the day 

God of integrity, 

our hearts desire the warmth of your love 

and our minds are searching for the light of your Word. 

increase our longing for Christ our Saviour 

and give us the strength to grow in love, 

that the dawn of his coming 

may find us rejoicing in his presence 

and welcoming the light of his truth. 

We make this prayer in his name 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

People return to their seats 
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Doing liturgy again for the first time, as we enter into God’s story again for 

the first time 

As we begin a new church year on this first Sunday of Advent, we look forward 

to a familiar pattern of ordinary worship interspersed with special festivals such as 

Christmas and Easter. It is a good time to bring fresh eyes, ears and heart to the 

never-ending story of God’s love affair with humanity that we enter each Sunday 

when we come to church.  

This seems particularly relevant following our appearance on the ABC’s Compass 

program. In our 21
st
 century culture, ritual is mistrusted by many and may be 

experienced as routine or lacking in spontaneity or impersonal. So we aim to 

focus afresh on the meaning that lies within our liturgy, to try to illuminate how 

the Eucharist reflects God’s saving love for us and for the world, to recapture 

some sense of it as a huge event that grants us life, to which we simply must go.  

Not that each Sunday needs to be a spectacular, charismatic event that competes 

with TV or sport for an audience. The liturgy works in the depths of our minds 

and hearts a very gradual, barely perceptible transformation of who we are, so 

quietly that we might easily think that nothing is happening at all.  

We present the Eucharist as a drama that forms us as people who believe, hope 

and love. It is a drama in three acts, through which we share God’s life. Each act 

prepares us for the next.  

By listening to the word of God, we grow in faith and so become ready to 

proclaim the creed and ask for what we need.  

In the second act, belief leads to hope. From the preparation of the gifts to the end 

of the Eucharistic Prayer, we remember how on the night before he died, Jesus 

took bread, blessed it and gave it to the disciples saying, ‘This is my body, given 

for you.’ Faced with failure, violence and death, we are given hope, repeating 

Christ’s own prayer.  

In the final act, from the ‘Our Father’ onwards, our hope culminates in love. We 

prepare for Communion. We encounter the risen Christ and victory over death 

and hatred, and receive the bread of life. Finally, we are sent on our way as a sign 

of God’s love for the world. 

The full text of this service will be available in the narthex as you leave, but for 

now let us guide you as we begin to follow the drama of the Eucharist with a 

sense of joy at coming home, by turning to Psalm 84 in Connections. We will stay 

seated and say the psalm in responsorial fashion. I will read the first part of each 

verse to the colon, then you join in the second part, and we say the Gloria together 

at the end. 
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Psalm 84:1–7 

Hymn 240: All go to God 

Gospel reading Luke 15:11–32 (GC) 

Reflection on Gospel reading (read before the Gospel) 

The Scriptures are the story of God’s love affair with humanity. We pay attention 

to them and give them a special place because in them we find and recognise our 

own story. In them we find ourselves addressed and we discover who we are. So 

often they seem addressed to us personally because they touch the deepest part of 

our personhood. Here in the story of God’s relationship with humanity I find 

myself. This is the Story that offers some glimpse of the meaning of my joys and 

sorrows, my victories and failures, my hopes and fears, my love and my hates. 

As you listen to today’s Gospel passage I want you to think about a question: 

Who, at this moment in your life, do you most identify with in this Gospel story? 

After the Gospel –  I asked the question again: 

Who, at this moment in your life, do you most identify with in this Gospel story? 

and Why? 

Then there was a period of discussion focusing on the 2 sons and the father. 

The Creed 

A distinguished Old Testament scholar at Oxford once confessed that during the 

recital of the Creed he would leave out the items he did not believe that week. The 

Creed may look as if it is a checklist of faith requiring one’s assent to a number of 

separate items. How many must one accept to pass? But St Thomas Aquinas 

maintained that there are only two things we believe: that God exists and that we 

are loved in Jesus Christ. Every word of the Creed is indeed necessary to bring us 

closer to that mystery of love. The Nicene Creed begins with ‘We believe’ – it is 

the declaration of faith of those who belong. We say, ‘We believe’ accepting that 

our faith is not a private assent to a number of propositions, but our membership 

of a believing community which came into existence 2000 years before our birth 

and will persist after our death. The Creed carries the ideas and understandings, 

the concepts and visions that underlie Christian spirituality. There is a God; Jesus 

is the way; the Holy Spirit lives in each one of us. The question does not lie with 

whether or not the various propositions in the Creed are believable – the Creed is 

about the mystery of life – to say ‘We believe’ is to say yes to the mystery of life 

– a life in which we affirm ‘God exists’ and ‘that in Jesus we are loved’. 

So let us turn to page 123 in the Prayer Book, stand, and together affirm the faith 

of the church: 
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We believe… 

The Prayers of the People  

In the Creed, we declared our belief in God the Creator, expressing our gratitude 

for God’s gifts. Now in faith we dare to ask for more. But we do not pray so as to 

change God’s mind, to inform or to convince God of need. We pray to change 

ourselves, God’s children, to be more deeply involved in the realization of God’s 

will. In our prayers we lift up people and places right into the heart of God, loving 

them and finding ourselves drawn into their experience. Prayer is a time to rejoice 

with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. The prayers are not 

another time for us to be a literary or spiritual critic, judging performance and 

style. It is a time for deep, personal engagement with the realities of human life, in 

which we hold together the needs of the world and the endless love of God.  

We invite you to name aloud specific places, or people, or needs in the pauses at 

the end of each section of prayers, and then we will respond at the end of each 

section with the words: 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church 

We pray for our world 

Heavenly Father, Encircle us with your love. Let Christ be our guiding light as we 

pray for our world: For those longing for PEACE longing for FOOD  longing for 

SHELTER. 

We especially remember… 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the Church 

Loving God, we pray for the welfare of your Holy Church. 

We pray for all Bishops, Priests and Deacons,  that they may be faithful ministers 

of your Word and Sacraments 

We pray for every member of this church, that they may grow in the knowledge 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, and in your love. 

We give thanks for the signing of the charter promoting interfaith compassion 

between Muslim, Jewish, Christian and other religious communities 
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in Sydney and 84 cities around the world. 

We give thanks for our ongoing relationships with south Hurstville/Blakehurst 

Uniting Church and St Raphael’s/Mater Dei Catholic Church. 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for our community 

Gentle Jesus, Loving Lord, we give thanks for our community at St Mark’s, 

for our circle of family and friends, for the residents and staff at Mary Andrews 

Village, for the children and teachers at the pre-school, for SMACKS, for the 

young people and their leaders, and for our wider community. 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those in need 

Lord God, 

We ask you to hear our prayer for those who are sick or in need in our St Mark’s 

family: 

Edna Green; Stephen Harpley; Marie Kelly; Alan Cook, Betty Allan, Malcolm 

Hedger (son-in law of Ron and Robin Crocker); Madge & John Conlon, Gladys 

Feltham; Yvonne Scott; Tony Platford; Michelle; Carole Russell; Joe Mangraviti; 

Vickie; Christine; Anne McGowan; Tony Wilson; Bronwyn (Joy and Alan 

Martin’s daughter); Rex Merten; Pamela Albany 

and others known to us: 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have gone before 

Almighty Father, 

We remember and give thanks for Andrew, Apostle and Martyr, 

Francis Xavier, priest and missionary Nicholas Ferrar, deacon and man of prayer; 

and, in this season of Advent, for your promise, your prophet John the Baptist, 
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Mary and Joseph, the apostles and the authors of the New Testament. 

Today, with Chris, we remember his mother Gladys on her birthday; 

And we remember those saints who have been our own guiding light 

and give thanks for their faithfulness, guidance and love. 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for ourselves 

Lord of all, we pray for ourselves as we start the church year 

and enter anew the Holy Season of Christmas. 

Your Son longed to gather all people into his embrace; 

so may we be drawn by love as a family to this church as to our own mother. 

pause 

Christ our Light, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers… 

The Confession 

St Paul charged all people to examine themselves, to be truly penitent of heart and 

faithful. When we are forgiven our sins, God is not changing God’s mind about 

us. God is changing our minds about God. God is never anything but loving – 

God IS love.  

So when we come to the Eucharist, we offer our confession in faith. We believe 

that our sins are forgiven before we even ask. 

Christians believe that all sins are forgivable, so by confessing and asking 

forgiveness we have the opportunity to review our life, and seek strength and 

guidance to go forward intending to do better. 

Invitation to Confession (seasonal variation for Advent) 

Absolution  

The congregation is invited to be seated 

The Greeting of Peace and Offertory  

When we offer each other a sign of peace, we are not so much making peace as 

accepting the gift of Christ’s peace; recognizing that we have something that 

binds us together, despite our idiosyncrasies and any differences that might exist 

between us! 
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If this is to be real, it needs to be expressive of the quality of life that is to be 

found in this community – a place where we find acceptance, support, 

encouragement and so find we can trust others with the reality of our lives. I’ve 

observed a marked change over the past 4 years. When we first came to this 

parish, people as they came to church just sat and faced the front in silence! Now, 

we welcome one another – it’s this that makes us whole, welcoming and real 

people. We need to make sure it embraces the visitor and stranger, too, not just 

those we know and like. 

Accepting the gift of peace invites us to go out to the stranger as well as those we 

call friend, for in the other and especially the stranger, we shall discover God! 

Then comes the offertory. The gifts that are brought to the altar – bread, wine, 

money, and today toys and tucker – come from God and are now on their way 

back to God. 

Money symbolizes the whole working week which we bring to offer God. Bread 

and wine are brought to be given back to us as the body of Christ in communion. 

We place on the altar all of our humanity, its joys and suffering, in the hope that 

God’s grace will make something of it! Above all, we place our own lives there, 

our anxieties and fears and failures, as well as our successes, hoping that 

somehow God will accept all that we are, bless us and make us holy! 

The Greeting of Peace 

Offertory Hymn 521 Lord Christ, at your first Eucharist you prayed  

Elements are brought up by 2 EfMers 

Collection, Toys&Tucker, and Christmas Bowl brought up to the chancel 

steps for dedication 

Offertory and Dedication of Christmas Bowl 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through you goodness we have these gifts to share. 

May this Christmas Bowl remind us of your love and generosity 

which comes to us in Jesus Christ. 

May our gifts we place in the bowl this Advent be used in serving others, 

and for working in harmony for peace and justice. 

Accept and use all our offerings – bread and wine, money, toys and food –  

for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Communion 

Every Eucharist entails a retelling of the events of the Christian faith – the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We don’t just remember what happened 

2000 years ago; it is as if we ourselves are caught up into those events and enter 

into all that they meant for the first disciples, and so for us and all the world. In 

communion we, the body of Christ, fragmented and broken as we are, are given 

the body and blood of Christ, the one who was broken and raised to new life for 

us, so that we might become more fully what we are – the church called to by the 

Body of Christ in and for the world. So, today, as you are given communion, I 

will say:  N…, the body of Christ, receive and become what you are. 

Thanksgiving and Communion 

Anthem – Handel O thou tellest 

Post communion prayer 

Notices 

Hymn 531: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

The Dismissal 

At the end of every Eucharist we are sent out as instruments of love, with the 

words. “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.”  

We gather to share communion as individuals, and we are sent out as a 

community. We are sent, so as to come back. 

The rhythm of gathering the community around the altar and then sending it 

away, is part of the breathing and the on-going life of the Church. 

We ask for strength and courage so that we may truly live out our faith. 

The Blessing  

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ Amen 

Acknowledgment 

Much of the inspiration and explanations for this service have been taken from the 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2009:  

Why Go to Church? The drama of the Eucharist by Timothy Radcliffe OP, until recently 

Master of the Dominican Order. 

The section on prayer was also derived in part from: 

Going to Church: a user’s guide by John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford 


